
Ensure scene safety

Victim unresponsive?

High-Quality CPR

Patient apneic?
Abnormal or gasping

respirations?
Pulse palpated in < 10 seconds?

Rhythm
shockable?

Pulse: Yes
Breathing:

Normal

Pulse: No
Breathing:

None,
or gasping

Pulse: Yes
Breathing:
Abnormal

Maintain Patient Airway

Call for help / Activate EMS
Retrieve AED or send someone else
to retrieve it

Continuous reassessment 
until EMS arrives

Begin high-quality CPR immediately,
starting with chest compressions at a
ratio of 30 compressions:2 breaths
Apply AED as soon as it arrives 

AED/Defibrillator available:
Assess cardiac rhythm

Immediately resume CPR for 
2 min, or until prompted by AED
to check for shockable rhythm
Continue until victim begins to
respond or ALS providers
relieve you

Compression rate: 100–120/min
Compress chest to depth of at least
2 inches, not greather than 2.4 inches
Allow for complete chest recoil
Minimize interruptions
Avoid hyperventilation

CPR

Administer 1 shock
Immediately resume CPR for 2 min, 
or until prompted by AED to check
for rhythm
Continue until victim becomes responsive

Administer 1 breath every 6 seconds 
or 10 breaths/min
Activate EMS after 2 min
Continue administering breaths,
reassessing for pulse every 2 min
If patient loses pulse, begin CPR
starting with compressions (go to 
box 6)
Consider possible opioid overdose,
administer naloxone if available
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